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M OST LIKELY to succeed! But is she? Members 
of her class and her associates in clubs and 
honoraries agree that she is "most brilliant" and 
"most likely to succeed." Was theirs a sure instinct 
when they paired her exceptionally fine, original 
mind with "success"? 
Or, in paying this particular homage to a mental 
capacity and an intellectual drive the average girl 
can recognize but not share, were they not guilty of a 
certain confusion in their thinking? In men's colleges 
the identification of mental energy with success is 
perhaps more justified, because men, when they de-
fine success in their own minds, equate it mainly with 
the ability to make money and earn a prominent 
place in the community. But can a similar criterion 
of success be applied to women? 
The great majority of women graduating from 
college, or high school, will go on not to jobs but to 
marriage. And although many of them may work 
for a few years, bringing up children and running a 
home will eventually become the focal point of their 
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average girl rather than to the extraordinary one, 
for it lies in understanding and entering into the 
lives of the people-the lovable though average people 
-around one. 
Great intelligence, overwhelming ambition, un-
usual talent-each of these wins its own specialized 
kind of success. But this kind of success requires an 
enormous amount of time and usually removes its 
possessors from everyday life, from the gradually won, 
sensitive knowledge of other people, and from the 
discovery of oneself as an ·individual as well as a part 
of a delicate web of relationships. Any great capacity 
is likely to become obsessive, to create a world that 
only touches the edges of the worlds of other people. 
How often the problem of the true artist, of the 
highly abstract scientist or thinker-and of the girl 
voted most likely to succeed-is one of loneliness, mis-
understanding·, and isolation! Of course, greatness 
has its enormous compensation, because the feeling 
that one participates more intensely is a reward sur-
passing many others. 
And it is likewise true that quite a 
few unusually gifted people have the 
precious quality that permits them 
to exist happily on earth as well as 
in the clouds. 
Yet the girl who is so often called 
perhaps a little patroninzingly, "aver-
age," the girl who has a C average 
in college, usually does some extra-
curricular work, and spends a lot of 
time talking seriously to her friends. 
reading, and listening to music-this 
girl has the potentiality of achieving 
as real a success as, and perhaps a 
more humanly necessary success than , 
• Is a "brilliant" mind or 
the only way to success? The 
there's more to it than that. 
the ability to make money 
author of this article think.s 
the girl who i~, regarded with some-
thing like awe by her classmates. 
The average woman can win se-
cm-ity in ways that have been open 
to her all her life. She has always 
been close to other people, for 
she is like them, and surely suc-
lives. Then how can we define their success in the 
narrow sense of financial achievement, or even in tlie 
broader sense of intellectual achievement? 
There is another meaning to success, a meaning 
more profound and significant, for it is based on the 
deep human values that not only earn the always 
slightly mysterious approval of psychologists and 
philsophers, but are obvious to every woman when 
she stops to think about them. This success li es in 
feeling secure as a human being. 
"Secure" is a word we can no longer bandy about. 
1 t is a word the world situation of the past thirty 
years-the past 30 days-has made into something- of 
a mockery, a word to be said half sardonicall y. But 
even so, for individuals it can sti ll exist within the 
realm of personal relations, within the family, with-
in the community. 
Every Women's Orbit 
Love, given and received, responsibilities fulfilled, 
a sensitive insight into the tenuous complex of human 
interaction-a woman's security lies in these things, 
which to a woman are no more intangible than a 
Phi Beta Kappa key. Every woman has an orbit, an 
area of influence, within which achieving success 
requires as much diplomacy, subtlety and imagination 
as the running of a department store. And it is a 
success eminent! y suited to the capabilities of the 
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r.ess dwells partly in the words of that hackneyed 
but expressive phrase, "being needed." The uncer-
tainty, the wistfulness, the possibilities, the charms, 
the hunger for communication and expression that 
exist in all of us are the materials from which endur-
ing relationships are built. That half-intuitive, half-
analytical receptiveness an average woman can so 
beautifully develop is the first basis of warmth, love, 
and understanding. And then, too, security demands 
a sense that one is admired and respected. Nowhere 
is admiration more sincere and more constant-and 
more evident-than within the group of a woman's 
friends and family. 
However, in a world in which individual security 
may be arbitrarily blown away by impersonal power 
forces, inner success needs something more than love, 
respect, and the consciousness of being a most nec-
essary and trusted part of a group. It is important to 
feel that one has a part in directing these outside 
forces of life, that one is attempting, in the face of 
uncertainty, to help create a world of some sort of 
order and goodness. The faithful, and remarkable 
work of all the average women is the backbone, the 
indispensable core of all community service in Amer-
ica. Many of the brilliant women isolated in their 
studios or laboratories or studies live on a peak that, 
like all heights, is precarious, their security depend-
ing on their ability to remain independent and de-
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voted to their talents. But it is mainly through h elp-
ing in a selfless, unifi ed effort that the average woman 
can feel that her future is not entirely in the hands 
of remote statesmen; through this effort lies the only 
public security left. 
Security I s Success 
The kind of success that makes the average girl 
really the one who is "most likely to succeed" lies in 
the unspectacular but vital knowledge that one has 
a place in life, a reason for living, a bond of love, 
which is the most secure thing in an insecure world. 
Finally, then, this definition applies to men as well 
as women, for viewed in this less superficial light, 
merely making a notable splash in business is no 
standard of an inner success. 
T hat satisfying, quiet security which is success 
surely has another name - happiness. And happiness, 
as Socrates, the wisest of men, said, is the final goal 
of human endeavor, the one good we do not question, 
because the reason for desiring it is ev ident to every-
one. 
"Just What Is Success?" is a reprint from an article 
published in Good Housekeeping, May 1947, by Judith 
Tarcher. Its common sense treatment of an over-
worked phrase, "Most likely to succeed," appealed to 
your editors. The subject isn't just for graduates pre-
paring fm· careers. It's for everyone who's interested 
in happiness-in college and all during her lifetime. 
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